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Finding historical information about a Virginia company can
often be a time-consuming and difficult task. Many companies,

particularly small ones, either leave few records, or are reluctant to
make those records available to the public. If a company does
present its own history, the results are often merely an exercise in
public relations. Over time, businesses might change names, move
from their original locations, merge with larger entities, or entirely
close operations. Because of these barriers, the published and
archival materials of the Library of Virginia offer valuable resources
for exploring the background of numerous Virginia companies. The
following guide is meant to aid the researcher in this endeavor.

DIRECTORIES

If little is known about a company, a directory may be the first and,
at times, the only resource. By their nature, these publications
generally show nothing more than the name and address of a
particular company. However, directories can list the names of
major officers, when the company was incorporated, when it began
business, and if it is a subsidiary or division of a larger entity. The
Library of Virginia houses a considerable number of these resources,
some of which began publication more than 100 years ago.  

VIRGINIA DIRECTORIES

GENERAL BUSINESS

Business and Professional Directory of Eastern Virginia.
Richmond, Va.: Young & Company, 1899–1904. Annual.
F224.7 E13  

Business Directory and Mercantile Register: Washington, 
Richmond and Norfolk. Richmond, Va.: Commercial Directory,
1903–04. F224.7 B9
Also includes Alexandria, Berkley, Fredericksburg, Hampton,
Manchester, Newport News, Petersburg and Portsmouth, Virginia,
and Frederick, Hagerstown, Hyattsville, and Rockville, Maryland.

Business Directory of the Principal Cities and Villages of Virginia for 1873–4. Richmond, Va.: B. Bates; Petersburg, Va.: J. B. Ege,
1874. F224.7 B92

Elliott and Nye’s Virginia Directory and Business Register for 1852. Richmond, Va.:  Elliott and Nye, 1852. F224.7 V833 1852

Virginia Business Directory. Omaha, Neb.: American Directory Publishing, 1988–. Annual. HF5065 V8 V58

Virginia Business Directory and Gazetteer. Richmond, Va.: Hill Directory, 1906–17. Annual. F224.7 V8  
Previous titles:

Virginia State Gazetteer and Business Directory. Richmond, Va.: J. L. Hill Printing, 1897/98.
Chataigne’s Virginia Gazetteer and Classified Business Directory. Richmond, Va.: J. H. Chataigne, 1884/85–1893/94. 
Chataigne’s Virginia Business Directory and Gazetteer. Richmond, Va.: Baughman Brothers, 1880/81. 
Virginia Business Directory and Gazetteer, and Richmond City Directory. Richmond, Va.: J. W. Randolph & English, 1877/78. 

Virginia State Business Directory, 1871–72. Richmond, Va.: B. Bates, Bookseller and Publisher, 1871. F224.7 V83 1871/72
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MANUFACTURERS

Directory of Virginia Industries. Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, 1935–1947. Annual. HC107 V8 V86   

Directory of Virginia Manufacturers. Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, 1948. HC107 V8 V861 

Directory of Virginia Manufacturing and Mining. Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, 1949/50–1963/64. Biennial.
HC107 V8 V862

Industrial Directory of Manufacturing in Virginia. Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, 1967–1968. Biennial.
HC107 V8 V864

Industrial Directory of Virginia Manufacturing and Mining. Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, 1965/66. Biennial.
HC107 V8 V863 

Industrial Directory of Virginia. Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, 1969/1970–1978/1979. Biennial (irregular).
HC107 V8 V865  

Virginia Industrial Directory. Richmond Va.: Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, 1981–. Biennial. HC107 V8 V866

Virginia Manufacturers Directory. Evanston, Ill.: Manufacturers’ News, 1993–. Annual. HF5065 V8 V57

BANKING AND INSURANCE COMPANIES

Virginia Bank Directory. Norcross, Ga.: McFadden Business Publications, 1980–. Semiannual. HG1507 V832

Virginia Insurance Report. Richmond, Va.: Virginia Bureau of Insurance, 1906/07–1951. Annual. HG8511 V8 A4
In addition to fire, life, and casualty insurance companies, this publication includes fraternal orders.

AFRICAN AMERICAN COMPANIES

Directory of Negro Businesses in Virginia. Hampton, Va.: Extension Department, Hampton Institute, 1940. HF5065 N8 H2 

Minority Vendors Listing. Richmond, Va.: Virginia Department of Minority Business Enterprise. 1995–. Quarterly. HD2346 U52 V8
Previous titles:

Directory of Minority-Owned Businesses. 1989, 1992.
Minority-Owned Businesses in Virginia. 1983–1986. 
Virginia Directory of Minority-Owned Businesses. 1975, 1978, 1980. 

CITY DIRECTORIES

A valuable source of information for Virginia company history is the city directory. By examining these directories, one can often determine
where a particular business was located, names of individuals associated with that business, and the various company name changes that
occurred over time. These directories are listed in the Library of Virginia guide “Virginia City Directories Held at the Library of Virginia,”
or in the Library catalog under the subheading “directories” that follows the appropriate city name, as in the following examples:

Richmond (Va.)—Directories
Lynchburg (Va.)—Directories
Norfolk (Va.)—Directories  
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NATIONAL DIRECTORIES

GENERAL BUSINESS

Directory of Obsolete Securities. Jersey City, N.J.: Financial Information, 1970–. Annual. HG4961 D56
This directory briefly profiles publicly traded companies and banks whose original identities have disappeared because of a name change,
merger, acquisition, dissolution, reorganization, bankruptcy, or charter cancellation.

Directory of Corporate Affiliations. Skokie, Ill.: National Register Publishing. 1973–. Annual. HG4057 A219

Standard & Poor’s Register of Corporations, Directors and Executives. New York: Standard & Poor’s, 1973–. Annual. HG4057 A4

Thomas Register of American Manufacturers and Thomas Register Catalog File. New York: Thomas Publishing, 1906–. Annual. T12 T45

Ward’s Business Directory of U.S. Private and Public Companies. Detroit, Mich.: Gale Research, 1988–. Annual. HG4057 A59

Thomson Bank Directory. Chicago, Ill.: Rand McNally, 1991–1997, 2000–. Semiannual. HG2441 R3
Previous titles:

Thomson/Polk Bank Directory. 1998–2000. 
Rand McNally International Bankers Directory. 1955–1986.
Rand McNally Bankers Directory. 1927–1954, 1986–1990.   

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Best’s Insurance Reports: Fire, Marine and Miscellaneous. New York: Alfred M. Best, 1903–1942/43. Annual. HG9655 B5

Best’s Insurance Reports (Casualty and Surety) upon American and Foreign Stock Companies, American Mutual Companies, Reciprocal
Organizations, Lloyds, State Funds, Assessment Associations and Hospital Service Associations; Transacting All Classes of Business except Life,
Fire and Allied Lines, and Marine Insurance, in the United States of America. New York: Alfred M. Best. 1914–1942/43. Annual. HG9956 B5

Best’s Insurance Report: Life-Health. Oldwick, N.J.: A.M. Best, 1969–. Annual. HG8943 B3
Previous titles:

Best’s Life Insurance Reports. New York: A.M. Best, 1912–1968. 
Best’s Insurance Reports. Life. New York: Best Reporting, 1906–1911. 

Cyclopedia of Insurance in the United States. New York: Index Publishing, 1899–1965. Annual. HG8523 C9  

The Spectator Insurance Year Book. Philadelphia, Pa.: The Spectator, 1901/02-1928/29, 1934/35, 1940/41-1942/43.  HG8523 S7                   
Also titled The Insurance Year Book, this publication contains financial information on life, fire and marine, and casualty and surety insurance
companies.  Included is the year of incorporation, when a company commenced business, and the names of major corporate officers. This year
book also details each state's statutory requirements for insurance companies, and lists the names of insurance agents throughout a state.

The following publications go beyond the scope of directories in their detail, and include concise historical backgrounds of major corporations: 

Hoover’s Handbook of American Business. Austin, Tex.: Reference Press, 1991–. Annual. HG4057 A2

Moody’s (Mergent) Manuals. See the Library Reference Services Department handout “Moody’s (Mergent) Manuals at the Library of
Virginia” for a description and chronology of these useful resources.

Directory of Corporate Archives in the United States and Canada
http://www.hunterinformation.com/corporat.htm
The Society of American Archivists, Business Archives Section, maintains this directory on the Internet of the archival holdings of more
than 200 companies arranged alphabetically by company name, and indexed geographically. It includes a description of the archival
material and names of archivists. 

http://www.hunterinformation.com/corporat.htm
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COMPANY HISTORIES

The Library of Virginia catalog lists published material about companies under the name of the company as the subject or under broader
subject headings. The following are samples:

Company Names
Atlantic and Danville Railway Company
Chesapeake Corporation of Virginia
Ethyl Corporation
Norfolk and Washington Steamboat Company
Philip Morris Incorporated
Shenandoah Iron, Lumber, Mining and Manufacturing Company of Virginia
Tredegar Iron Works (Richmond, Va.)
Virginia Central Railroad Company

Selected Virginia Company Histories

Ballard, Charles C. The Shenandoah Iron Works, 1836–1907: From Iron Plantation to Company Town. Harrisonburg, Va.: Garrison
Press, 1998. F234 S5 B355 1998

Coleman, Elizabeth Dabney. “The Story of the Virginia Central Railroad, 1850–1860.” Ph.D. diss., University of Virginia, 1957.
HE2791 V825 1957

Dew, Charles B. Ironmaker to the Confederacy: Joseph R. Anderson and the Tredegar Iron Works, 2nd ed. Richmond, Va.: Library of
Virginia, 1999. HD9519 T7 D4 1999

Dill, Alonzo Thomas. Chesapeake: Pioneer Papermaker: A History of the Company and Its Communities. Charlottesville, Va.: University
Press of Virginia, 1968. HD9829 C53 D5 1987

Griffin, William E., Jr. The Atlantic and Danville Railway Company: The Railroad of Southside Virginia. N.p.: W.E. Griffin, 1987.
HE2791 A837 G8

Jones, Harry and Timothy Jones. Night Boat on the Potomac: A History of the Norfolk and Washington Steamboat Company. Provi-
dence, R.I.: Steamship Historical Society of America, 1996. HE633 N675 J65 1996 

Kluger, Richard. Ashes to Ashes: America’s Hundred-Year Cigarette War, the Public Health, and the Unabashed Triumph of Philip
Morris. New York: Alfred A. Knopf; distributed by Random House. HV5760 K58 1996

Robert, Joseph C. Ethyl: A History of the Corporation and the People Who Made It. Charlottesville, Va.: University Press of Virginia,
1983. HD9569 E84 R6 1983 

Salmon, John S. The Washington Iron Works of Franklin County, Virginia, 1773–1850. Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Library, 1986.
HD9517 V52 S25 1986

Williams, Frances Leigh. They Faced the Future, a Saga of Growth: A History of the State-Planters Bank and Trust Company and Its
Antecedents. Richmond, Va: Whittet & Shepperson, 1951. HG2613 R5 S7

COUNTY AND CITY HISTORIES

Although most of the Virginia county and city histories available at the Library of Virginia tend to focus on general history and genealogy,
some have historical information about a few businesses. The following are particularly informative: 

Bradshaw, Herbert Clarence. History of Prince Edward County, Virginia, from Its Earliest Settlements through Its Establishment in
1754 to Its Bicentennial Year. Richmond, Va.: Dietz Press, 1955. F232 P83 B5

Topics
Banks and banking—Virginia—History
Industries—Virginia
Iron industry and trade—Virginia
Mines and mineral resources—Virginia
Railroads—Virginia—History
Tobacco industry—Virginia 
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Brown, Alexander Crosby. Newport News’ 325 Years: A Record of the Progress of a Virginia Community, a Collection of Historical
Articles. Newport News, Va.: Newport News Golden Anniversary Corporation, 1946. F234 N5 B76

Bruce, Carolyn Hale. Roanoke, Pictured Past and Present. Norfolk, Va.: Donning, 1988. F234 R6 B74 1988

Jacobs, E. B. History of Roanoke City. Wytheville, Va.: J. Presgraves, 2000. F234 R6 J33 2000

Jones, Cary W. Guide to Norfolk as a Business Centre. Norfolk, Va.: C.H. Windsor, Bookseller and Stationer, 1884. F234 N8 J81 1884

King, Helen H. Historical Notes on Isle of Wight County. Isle of Wight, Va.: Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors, 1993. F232 I82
K57 1993

Martinsville-Henry County Woman’s Club. Martinsville and Henry County: Historic Views. Winston-Salem, N.C.: Hunter Publishing,
1976. F234 M38 M4

The New History of Highland County, Virginia, 1982. Monterey, Va.: Highland County Historical Society, 1983. F232 H8 N53 1983

Nurmi, Debra Rowe. Greater Lynchburg: The Real Virginia. Montgomery, Ala.: Community Communications, 1995. F234 L9 N87
1995

Salmon, John S., and Emily J. Salmon. Franklin County, Virginia, 1786–1986: A Bicentennial History. Rocky Mount, Va.: Franklin
County Bicentennial Commission, 1993. F232 F8 S25 1993

Strickler, Harry M. A Short History of Page County, Virginia. Richmond, Va.: Dietz Press, 1952. F232 P1 S9

Whichard, Rogers Dey. The History of Lower Tidewater Virginia. New York: Lewis Historical Publishing, 1959. F232 N8 W5

Wilson, Goodridge. Smyth County History and Traditions. Kingsport, Tenn.:  Kingsport Press, 1932. F232 S6 W6

BIBLIOGRAPHIES

Cappon, Lester Jesse. Bibliography of Virginia History since 1865. Charlottesville: University of Virginia, Institute for Research in the
Social Sciences, 1930. Z1345 C25
This bibliographic guide to major library holdings of historical material includes documents about business and industry in Virginia.
Arranged under eleven major classifications, there is an economic section that can lead to resources about Virginia companies. A detailed
subject index also references the names of individual companies.  

Larson, Henrietta Melia. Guide to Business History: Materials for the Study of American Business History and Suggestions for Their
Use. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1948.  HC103 L3
Part of the Harvard Studies in Business History series, this well indexed source contains summaries of publications about early Virginia
businesses. Material about Virginia companies can be found in the index under the individual company name or by searching for items
listed under “Virginia.”

Daniells, Lorna M., compiler. Studies in Enterprise: A Selected Bibliography of American and Canadian Company Histories and
Biographies of Businessmen. Boston, Mass.: Wellesley Press, 1957. Z7164 C81 H32 1957 
References to certain Virginia company histories can be found in the subject index of this bibliography. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SOURCES

Biographies about owners or key executives of companies can often lead to additional information. The following publications are excellent
resources about Virginians: 

Kneebone, John T., J. Jefferson Looney, Brent Tarter, and Sandra Gioia Treadway, eds. Dictionary of Virginia Biography. Richmond, Va.:
Library of Virginia, 1998–. F225 D54 1998
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This unique ongoing project is a major multi-volume reference source of material gathered from original documents with biographical
details about Virginians in many walks of life. 

Tyler, Lyon Gardiner, ed. Encyclopedia of Virginia Biography. Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing, 1998.  F223 T97 1998
Originally published in 1915, this five-volume set of biographies of prominent Virginia citizens includes a number of leading businessmen. 

Tyler, Lyon Gardiner, ed. Men of Mark in Virginia, Ideals of American Life: A Collection of Biographies of the Leading Men in the State.
Washington, D.C.: Men of Mark Publishing, 1906–09. F225 T98
This series, published in five volumes between 1906 and 1909, was designed to describe the lives of  “…the men who now represent the
intelligence and energy of Virginia,” and includes prominent businessmen. 

INDEXES

The Freeman File Microform: An Index to Articles from the Richmond Times-Dispatch and the Richmond News Leader. Special Collections
and Archives Department, University Library Services, Virginia Commonwealth University. Fiche 91
This is an index to the Richmond Times-Dispatch and the Richmond News Leader that covers material from the late 1920s to October, 1985,
and references articles under company names and names of key individuals.

Magazine Index: Selected Articles on Virginia, c. 1900–1985.
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/MZ.html
The Library of Virginia Reference Department staff developed this card index in the early 1900s and maintained it until 1985. It covers the
following magazines that, among other subjects, include articles about Virginia businesses:
Country Life, Iron Worker, Richmond Magazine, Richmond Critic, Southern Living, Tyler’s Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine,
Virginia Cavalcade, Virginia Genealogist, The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, and The William and Mary Quarterly.

Newspaper Index: Richmond Times-Dispatch, Richmond News Leader, 1940s–1985.
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/NI.html
References to articles about Virginia companies can be found on cards in this index to the Richmond Times-Dispatch and Richmond News
Leader under the name of a business and under such broader subject headings as Richmond, Va.–Industries and Richmond, Va.–Banks.

Virginia Cavalcade
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/cavalcade/volumes/searchcav.asp
The Library of Virginia maintains an Internet site that allows title searching by keyword in all of the volumes of the Virginia Cavalcade, an
illustrated magazine of Virginia history and culture, from 1951 to 2002.

Swem, E. G. Virginia Historical Index. Roanoke, Va.: Stone Printing and Manufacturing, 1934. Reprint, Gloucester, Mass.: P. Smith,
1965. F221 S93 1965
Edited by the librarian and historian Earl Gregg Swem, The Virginia Historical Index refers to information about early Virginia in the
following publications: The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, v. 1–38, 1893–1930; The William and Mary College Quarterly
Historical Magazine, First Series, v. 1–27, 1892–1919 Second Series, v. 1–10, 1921–1930; Tyler’s Quarterly Historical and Genealogical
Magazine, v. 1–10, 1919–1929; Virginia Historical Register and Literary Advertiser, v. 1–6, 1848–1853; The Lower Norfolk County
Virginia Antiquary, v. 1–5, 1895–1906; Hening’s Statutes at Large, Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia, 1619–1792, v. 1–13; 
and Calendar of Virginia State Papers and Other Manuscripts Preserved in the Capitol at Richmond, 1652–1869, v. 1–11.
As a business resource, this index is particularly strong for references to insurance companies and railroads.  

Business Periodicals Index. New York: H. W. Wilson, 1959–. Annual. Z7164 C81 B98
This annual publication, updated monthly, references hundreds of national business magazines, and is indexed by topic and company name.

Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature. New York:  H. W. Wilson, 1900–. Annual. AI3 R485
Earlier editions of this index can be a resource to some national publications with articles about companies. 

The Wall Street Journal. New York: Dow Jones, July 8, 1889–. Film 221, or HG1 W258
Daily, except Saturday and Sunday.
This preeminent business newspaper includes national, business, and financial news, and has been indexed monthly, quarterly, and annually since 1955.

http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/MZ.html
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/NI.html
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/cavalcade/volumes/searchcav.asp
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DATABASES

America: History and Life
This database abstracts more than 2,000 historical journals, and includes coverage beginning in 1963 for Virginia Cavalcade, 1955 for The
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, and 1954 for The William and Mary Quarterly. 

Business and Company Resource Center
Part of the Gale database group, the Business and Company Resource Center includes brief company histories and chronologies of major
national and international companies, and is a resource for larger Virginia corporations. 

Biography and Genealogy Master Index
This Gale database indexes publications with information about prominent living and deceased individuals.

Expanded Academic ASAP
This product, another one of the Gale database group, contains abstracts and the full text of selected scholarly journals. Included are
abstracts as early as 1989 from The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography and The William and Mary Quarterly. The full text of the
journal Business History Review begins in 1993, with abstracts of articles going back to 1989.

JSTOR
A collection of the entire text of more than 200 scholarly journals, JSTOR includes articles from The William and Mary Quarterly beginning
in 1892. 

NewsBank Full-Text Newspapers
Available on this database are the complete articles from the Richmond Times-Dispatch (1986 to present), Newport News Daily Press (1989
to present), Roanoke Times (1990 to present), Norfolk Virginian-Pilot (1990 to present), and the Washington Post (1977 to present). 

KEY PERIODICALS

Virginia Business. Richmond, Va.: Media General Business Communications, 1986–. HF5065 V8 V81

Virginia Cavalcade. Richmond, Va.: The Library of Virginia, 1951–2002. F221 V73

The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography. Richmond, Va.: Virginia Historical Society, 1893–. F221 V9

The William and Mary College Quarterly. Williamsburg, Va.: Institute of Early American History and Culture, 1944–. F221 W71

Business History Review. Boston, Mass.: Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration, 1954–. HF5001 B8262

SELECTED ARTICLES

Bodenhorn, Howard. “Private Banking in Antebellum Virginia: Thomas Branch and Sons of Petersburg.” Business History Review 71,
(Winter 1997): 513–542. HF5001 B8262

Bruce, Kathleen. “Slave Labor in the Virginian Iron Industry.” The William and Mary College Quarterly, 2nd. ser., 6, (October
1926): 289–302.; 7, (January 1927): 21–31. F221 W71 

Crothers, A. Glenn. “Banks and Economic Development in Post-Revolutionary Northern Virginia, 1790-1812.” Business History
Review, 73, (Spring 1999):1–39. HF5001 B8262

Northington, O. F., Jr., “The Revival of the Iron Industry in Eastern Virginia as Exemplified by the History of the Catharine Furnace
in Spotsylvania County.” The William and Mary College Quarterly, 2nd ser., 16, (January 1936): 71–80. F221 W71   

Starnes, George T. “Sixty Years of Branch Banking in Virginia.” The Journal of Political Economy, 36, (August 1928): 480–500. HB1 J7



Swierenga, Robert P. “The ‘Western Land Business:’ The Story of Easley & Willingham, Speculator.” Business History Review, 41,
(Spring 1967): 1–20. HF5001 B8262

Williams, Ames W. “The Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad.” Virginia Cavalcade, 14, (Summer 1964): 40–47. F221 V73

ARCHIVAL & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Edwards, Conley L., Gwendolyn D. Clark, and Jennifer D. McDaid. A Guide to Business Records in the Virginia State Library and
Archives. Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Library and Archives. 1994. CD3564 V8 1994
This publication describes the records about Virginia businesses that are available in the Manuscript Room at the Library of Virginia. The
collection includes business correspondence, accounts, journals, ledgers, and legal transactions. 

Charter Books. Virginia State Corporation Commission, Office of the Clerk. 1870–. Accession No. 30666.
The Virginia State Corporation Commission, Office of the Clerk maintains charter books that list requests to incorporate in the state of
Virginia, and include any mention of mergers or amendments of existing corporations. An index to the charter books from 1870 to 1981 
is available on microfilm. Cabinet 42

Richmond City Circuit Court Business Records, Corporations, Partnerships, 1870–88
Housed in the State Records Center on Charles City Road, this document lists more than 300 companies chartered between 1870 and
1888. Indexed by company name, it shows the date that the Circuit Court granted a charter to a company in the city of Richmond. These
records may also provide the names of directors and principle officers, why a company was formed and its function, and if any capital stock
was issued and the value per share.     

Sanborn Insurance Maps
The Sanborn Map Company produced large-scale fire insurance maps showing detailed information about building use, and often provid-
ing precise features of large factories or commercial establishments. The Library of Virginia’s collection covers Virginia cities and towns from
the late 19th century to 1989. It is also offered on a digital database for the years 1867 to 1970. This database contains maps for the Dis-
trict of Columbia and selected cities and towns in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, and North Carolina. 

Mutual Assurance Society
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/mutual.asp
http://departments.mwc.edu/hipr/www/masfp3.htm
The Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia, incorporated by the Virginia General Assembly in 1794, sold fire insurance policies for buildings
in Virginia. The Library of Virginia maintains a finding aid to policies issued between 1796 and 1867 in Richmond and Henrico County,
and the Center for Historic Preservation at Mary Washington College offers a computerized index to the entire collection. As a resource in
gathering historical information about Virginia businesses, the Mutual Assurance Society policies cover many commercial enterprises, and
name the insured and the occupant of the property, along with its location and value. 

Virginia Historical Inventory
http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=�le&�le_name=�nd-b-clas15&local_base=CLAS15
The Virginia Writers’ Project, part of the Works Progress Administration, assembled this vast collection of material that includes reports and
photographs, available online, of a number of 18th and 19th century Virginia businesses.

Picture Collection
The Library of Virginia’s Picture Collection, part of Special Collections, includes a number of Virginia businesses in its variety of illustrated
material. This material can be viewed by contacting Special Collections at 804-692-3703.  

David Feinberg
April 2003

FRONT COVER: Advertisement from Illustrated Atlas of the City of Richmond by F. W. Beers, 1876. Courtesy of the Library of Virginia.

http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/mutual.asp
http://departments.mwc.edu/hipr/www/masfp3.htm
http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas15&local_base=CLAS15

